
4: Teach others to be wise water users and good stewards of our natural resources. It takes an
average of 500 years to rebuild 1" of soil so the things we do will have a long lasting effect. Be a
good steward of the land under your care so you can pass it on to the next generation in better
shape that was passed on to you.

Watershed Management Consequences
by Dr. Jake landers
Rain on hills in ages past
Made the soil and grew the grass
That fed the deer and buffalo
Now cattle, sheep and goats, you know.

When the grass was over used
Rocks appeared and soil diffused
Into the river silt and sand
The Pecos and the Rio Grande,
And moved toward the end, you know, 
To fill the Gulf of Mexico.

Now if you have excessive stock 
And graze the hillsides down to rock
The soil your heirs should get, you know 
Is in the Gulf of Mexico.

And your eternal price to pay
May rest upon that judgement day
When God commands: “You lay the track,
Return the soil upon your back”. 

For more information: 
Menard County Extension Office
Box 845, Menard, Texas 76859
Ph. (325)396-4787
Billy Kniffen, agent e-mail: b-kniffen@tamu.edu
January 2004

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.  The Texas A& M  University System,

U.S. D epartment of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

mailto:b-kniffen@tamu.edu

